UU-UNO Spring Seminar 2011

Empower Women For a Better World


Thursday, April 28

United Nations Church Center 

777 United Nations Plaza / New York, NY 10017

8am – 9:00

Registration and Breakfast (Provided)

9:00 


Ingathering

9:15 – 9:30

Welcome

9:30 – 10:30 

Keynote Speaker, Moez Doraid, Exec. Dir., UNIFEM

10:30 – 12:15pm
Education and Healthcare Panel

12:15 – 1:30

Lunch (Not provided)

1:45 – 3:45

Global Legislative Issues/CEDAW

3:45 – 4:30

Creative Programming

4:30 – 5:15

Collaboration Groups

5:15 – 6:15

Dinner (Provided)

6:15 – 8:00 

Film – Pray the Devil Back to Hell

8:00 – 8:30 

Film Discussion

10:30 – 11:00
Youth Worship 

Friday, April 29


Salvation Army / 221 E. 52nd Street / New York, New York 12002

United Nations Headquarters / New York, New York 10017

8am – 8:45

Breakfast (Provided)

8:45 – 9:00

Ingathering

9:00 – 9:15

Envoy Announcement 

9:15 – 10:45

Climate Change Panel

10:45 – 12:00pm
UN Tours (Not Provided)

12:00 – 1:00

Envoy Lunch with Holly

12:00 – 1:00

Lunch for Non-Envoys (Provided)

1:00 – 3:00 

Violence Against Women Panel

3:00 – 3:15

Break

3:15 – 4:45

Peace and Security Panel

4:45 – 5:30

Collaboration Group Meeting to write seminar statements

5:30 – 7:00

Dinner (Not Provided)

7:00


Youth Night on the Town

Saturday, April 30

United Nations Church Center

 777 United Nations Plaza / New York, NY 10017

9:00am – 10:00
Worship Service, Rev. Carol Huston

10:00 –10:30 
Continental Breakfast (Provided)

10:20 – 10:30
Envoy Announcement 

10:30 – 11:15 
Slam Poetry

11:15 – 12:00pm
Spring Seminar Statement and Closing Ceremony

***SEMINAR ENDS***

12:15pm – 1:00
UU-UNO Annual Meeting

Panels: Speakers and Blurbs

1. Education and Healthcare 

(Thurs. 4/28, 10:30am-12:15pm)

In many parts of the world, gender discrimination is perpetuating poverty and preventable deaths by not giving women and their children the basic healthcare and education necessary to be healthy and self-reliant.  Opening up access to healthcare and primary and secondary education is fundamental to meeting each and every millennium developmental goal and paving the way to a brighter future.  Healthcare and education represent the stable foundations necessary to unlock the greatest potential hidden within women worldwide.

Holly Atkinson, MD – Chief Medical Office, HealthiNation

Jill Christianson – Moderator; NEA, Global Education for Women

Esther Nartekie Kpabity – Project Dir., Manya Krobo Queen Mothers Ass.

Julie Ann Salthouse – Chapter Dir., Girls Learn International 

2. Global Legislative Issues – How women’s empowerment is growing around the world; CEDAW – Where do we stand? 

(Thurs 4/28, 1:45pm – 3:45pm)

Women's rights around the world are an important indicator to understanding global well-being.  What is being done legislatively to support women's contributions to social justice, economic equality, and peace around the globe?  Which nations have policies in place to guarantee women equal rights?  What recommendations and suggestions has CEDAW formulated?  What can UUs do to encourage more countries to ratify this treaty?

Barbara Beach – Moderator; Pres., ICUUW

Chris Nielsen – Professor of International Business and Strategy 

Erica Swanson – Dep. Dir., Field Ops, The Leadership Conference

John Washburn – Convener, AMICC

3. Climate Change’s Impact on Women 

(Fri 4/29, 9:15 –10:45)

Climate change has been recognized as a global phenomenon.  We have already experienced the impact.  It also exacerbates the existing inequalities between genders.  Those marginalized and vulnerable experience the enormous impact and have the greatest need for strategies that result from studying the shifts in weather patterns and subsequent environmental disasters.

Jan Dash, PhD – UU-UNO Board, Climate Initiative

Munhtuya Goulden – Asia Center for Environmental Research

Kim Lovell – Sierra Club, Global Population and Environment Program 

Barbara Stevenson – Moderator; The Ecology Center 

Susan Walsh – Exec. Dir. Générale, USC Canada

4. Disappearing Girls in South East Asia; Human Trafficking, Palermo Protocol; Women and Sexual Violence

(Fri 4/29, 1:00 – 3:00pm)

Women have made significant strides towards empowerment during the 20th century, but much remains to be overcome.  Female genocide, genital mutilation, and human trafficking continue unabated on a global scale.  In India alone, 50 million females are missing from the current population.  What can the United Nations and Unitarian Universalists do about all this?

Marion Connell – Moderator; UU-UNO Board /Program Chair 

Henia Dakkak – Technical Advisor, UNFPA

Rajani Ghosh – “Fighting Female Genocide, India: A Case Study” 

Bambi Lobdell, PhD – Professor of Women’s and Gender Studies 

Carol Smolenski – Exec. Dir., ECPAT-USA 

5. Women's Role in Peace and Security in the World

(Fri 4/29, 3:15 – 4:45pm)

Women are bearing the largest portion of the burden in any armed global conflict.  Much of the violence directed at women and girls is from peacemakers, law enforcement, and the military.  Women can play a vital role in peacemaking and security in these conflicts.  Those affected feel more secure discussing the abuse with other women on these peacemaking missions.

Ana Bowens – Pres., FemNEW, Dartmouth College

Bruce Knotts – Moderator; Exec. Dir., UU-UNO

Gillian Sorensen – Sr. Advisor, UN Foundation 

Cora Weiss – Pres., Hague Appeal for Peace

Suggested reading for all seminar attendees:

Half the Sky by Nicholas Kristof and Sheryl WuDunn

“Half the Sky lays out an agenda for the world's women and three major abuses: sex trafficking and forced prostitution; gender-based violence including honor killings and mass rape; maternal mortality, which needlessly claims one woman a minute. We know there are many worthy causes competing for attention in the world. We focus on this one because this kind of oppression feels transcendent – and so does the opportunity. Outsiders can truly make a difference.

So let us be clear up front: We hope to recruit you to join an incipient movement to emancipate women and fight global poverty by unlocking women's power as economic catalysts. It is a process that transforms bubbly teenage girls from brothel slaves into successful businesswomen. You can help accelerate change if you'll just open your heart and join in.” 






– From halftheskymovement.org

