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I. Introduction

The North American Region of the World Student Christian Federation (WSCF) is one of six regions of the WSCF. The WSCF is a global ecumenical federation of 105 national Student Christian Movements which provides opportunities for ecumenical leadership formation, peace and justice activism and interregional exchanges.  

The WSCF’s mission is to empower students to be agents in the constructive transformation of the world by providing a space for prayer and celebration, theological reflection, study and analysis of social and cultural processes, and solidarity and action across the boundaries of culture, gender and ethnicity. 

The current affiliated and associated movements in North America are the Student Christian Movement of Canada (SCMC) and Jeunesse Etudiante Chrétienne (JEC) in Canada and the Student Christian Movement (USA), the Lutheran Student Movement USA (LSMUSA) and United Methodist Student Movement (UMSM) in the United States. Members are called together in a common cause of ending injustice and oppression through grassroots and student-led activism and a Christian-based process of vocational discernment leading to a life-long commitment to leadership, service and change.

We seek to live out the vision of our Christian faith while supporting ecumenism and diversity in spiritual practices. In 2009 the North American Region re-emerged as a vibrant, functioning entity of the WSCF, taking its place in the continuing struggle for liberation and justice for all peoples. We are non-dogmatic and are accepting of diverse spiritual backgrounds, ethnicities, sexual and gender identities and economic situations. 

II. Purpose


Since the North American Region was re-launched in January 2009, it has been growing and developing significantly.  Not only has a new Student Christian Movement emerged in the US; the other movements in the region have engaged themselves with new vigor and purpose.  Experiencing this surge in energy, the Regional Committee (NARC) decided to change the structure of the region to create a body that would determine the main programmatic elements for the region and elect NARC to oversee the administration of the wider vision.  This is the root of the North American Regional Assembly of the WSCF.


The NARA has been designed to incorporate two distinct aspects: regional business sessions and a thematic conference that relates to the annual theme of the global Federation.  This combination presents an enticing educational opportunity while looking to the future.  It is intended as a biennial gathering of representatives from our various member organizations.

III. Project Description

Theme: Beating- Bending- Recycling: Swords into Plowshares
When reflecting on the global theme for 2011: Overcoming Violence, the planning committee was inspired by Micah 4:1-5:

In days to come   the mountain of the Lord’s house  shall be established as the highest of 
the mountains,   and shall be raised up above the hills. Peoples shall stream to it,   and many nations shall come and say:  ‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord,   to the house of the God of Jacob;  hat he may teach us his ways   and that we may walk in his paths.’  For out of Zion shall go forth instruction,   and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.  He shall judge between many peoples,   and shall arbitrate between strong nations far away; they shall beat their swords into ploughshares,   and their spears into pruning-hooks;  nation shall not lift up sword against nation,   neither shall they learn war any more;  but they shall all sit under their own vines and under their own fig trees,  and no one shall make them afraid;  for the mouth of the Lord of hosts has spoken. For all the peoples walk,  each in the name of its god,  but we will walk in the name of the Lord our God  for ever and ever. 

The world is at a significant crossroads today. Poverty and violence are rampant at all levels of society; social inequalities continue to rise while a carbon-fuel development paradigm is gradually destroying the planet; permanent war and expanding militarization are instigated to control scarce resources needed to maintain the global economy, indigenous people are being displaced to give access to their lands and waters to the extractive industry; human life is threatened in all aspects in the name of progress and to benefit small swaths of society.

Violence envelops many aspect of human life and is the cause of so much suffering for human beings all over the world. War continues to be either a favored means to solve international and internal conflicts or a pretext to bring about political dominance;  climate change and subsequent ecocide are causing disruptive weather phenomena, countless damages to harvests and people’s food sovereignty and climate refugees; patriarchy is still the dominant pattern governing gender relationships and the root to domestic violence and other gender based violence. Homophobia and transphobia are complicit to the killing of thousands of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender persons whether by the state where homosexuality is illegal or by hate crimes where it is legal.  Violence is rampant in North American cities and rooted with poverty, racism, police brutality and patriarchal patterns.

This event will be an opportunity for students from Canada and the United States to analyze why violence is such an all-pervasive element of society and what can be done to overcome it at local, national and international levels.  In order to engage critically in these cross-cutting issues, NARA will provide top-notch speakers and workshop leaders who will help young people and students discern the signs of our times and find constructive alternatives to move forward. Students will share their understanding of the theme and learn from one another and from local organizations that work on peacemaking in local communities. Two students from the Middle Eastern Region of the WSCF will be invited to share their perspective on what it means to be confronted with violence and war in their context. A water pilgrimage will be planned during the event to facilitate conversation on water justice and how water scarcity and current water politics are a form of violence. 

NARA will be an important space for North American students involved or getting involved with Student Christian Movements in their contexts to become part of a global community of students striving to make social change through their faith in God and their action in community.   Coming together as a region,  will solidify our commitments to  find collectively ways to be in solidarity with one another, build sustainable platforms for dialogue, and as a result encourage a spirit of activism for peace and justice for future generations and the earth. 

IV. Components of the Conference:

a) Bible Study and theological formation

The Bible and Theology Working Group of the WSCF-NA will facilitate Bible studies and a theological reflection on the theme. As it has done for more than a century, the WSCF contextualises its critical approach to society by having the Bible in one hand and the newspaper in the others. At NARA participants will be able to share deeply and reflect upon all they are learning from a theological perspective and read bible narratives in light of the theme at hand.   

b) Liturgy, music and prayer

Worship, music and liturgies will be integral part of the North American Regional Assembly. 

3) Thematic Part.

The North American Regional Assembly will tackle the theme of overcoming violence by engaging students in lecture-style presentations, workshops and interactive sessions as well as artistic sessions. A detailed schematic of the program will be available closer to the event.   

4) Business Sessions: 

The North American Regional Assembly is the highest decision-making body of the World Student Christian Federation-North America. The assembly is a time where the (recent) past, present and future of WSCF North America meet. NARA is the venue for students to report and reflect on what has happened in the WSCF-North America during the previous two years,  discuss and give guidelines for the activities in WSCF North America over the following two years, and elect those mandated to carry out those recommendations (i.e. the North American Regional Committee and the working groups).

During NARA there will be opportunities for the regional working groups (WORGS) –Communication, Advocacy and Solidarity, Bible and Theology, Fundraising- to meet. In these groups participants have the opportunity to formulate recommendations to the NARC for that particular area. At the same time NARA will provide a space for national movements to caucus in order to share among people living in the same country about the work of national movements and to bring recommendation to NARA from group discussion

5) Movements and partners exhibition
For the duration of the assembly there will be a space allocated for each national SCM to present their life and work. Movements are invited to explain about their activities, their history, their vision and share publications and products (e.g. tee shirts, posters, etc) with other  participants.

There will also be an opportunity for WSCF’s partner organisations and local campus ministries to showcase their work as well as for advocacy organizations in the Chicago area to exhibit their material. .

6) Interaction with Senior Friends

WSCF’s rich history lives partially through its former members (senior friends).  We are acknowledging this fact by hosting a senior friends event that will run parallel to the General Assembly.  At this event, there will be the opportunity for senior friends to reflect on where WSCF has been, where we are now, and the future.  WSCF realises the value of engaging with senior friends as fully as possible in order to strengthen the Federation's work in the most energetic and effective way possible.  This may range in a spectrum from senior friends providing advice and support to local movements to helping WSCF build a solid financial base by contributing financially to the work of the WSCF and  to contributing experience and talent as resource people or strategic advisors.  Bearing this in mind, we believe it will be inspiring to both students and senior friends to encounter each other in a meaningful way, and will create occasions for this interaction at the North American Regional Assembly.

7) Experiential Learning/Exposure trip. 

Chicago has much to offer as a living case study of the many and various complexities, gifts, and problems found in contemporary North American society. WSCF has relationships with people and communities involved in many initiatives in environmental justice, indigenous issues, youth culture, urban justice and immigrant and refugee issues. There is nothing that teaches so well as exposure to living realities, and so NARA participants will supplement conversation and analysis with visits to local people and projects. The Advocacy and Solidarity Committee will plan a water pilgrimage to facilitate conversation on water justice and how water is a matter of violence and peacemaking. On March 22nd on World Water Day, the WSCF launched a global water campaign as a follow-up to its 2010 annual theme on eco- and climate justice. At  the eco-justice conference organized by the WSCF-NA in Ottawa in June 2010, a recommendation was made that water and mining justice would be an important focus of the regional work and that two water pilgrimages in the US and Canada would be planned in 2011 and 2012. An exposure trip to Lake Michigan and a conversation on water justice stemming from the understanding of the situation there will constitute the regional water justice pilgrimage in the US. This program will be an opportunity for Canadian and US students to reflect on what it means to share water on the border between the two countries and how water/mining policies effect indigenous people. At the same time, this analysis will help students make connections with water issues affecting people in the global South and how North American corporation bring about violence by controlling water resources elsewhere

V. Venue and Dates:


The Assembly will be held at Techny Towers Conference and Retreat Center in the suburbs of Chicago, IL.  This center specializes in non-profit meetings, has ample meeting space, and is fully accessible.


The conference will begin at 6:00 PM CST on Friday, October 14 and conclude at 12:00 PM CST on Tuesday, October 18th.

IV. Support Needed and Costs


The region is raising funds to minimize the costs to participants, and help as many people as possible to come.  Participants will be encouraged to fundraise to cover the remaining costs and they will be provided resources to assist in this process.

Budget for NARA

2520         Meeting Rooms   
 

11,840      Meals    (80 People @ $37/ day)    

13,120      Rooms    (80 People @ $41/ day)    

40,000      Travel      

 

   1,000     Speakers   

 

   5,000     NARC meeting
 

  1,000      Supplies

  2,000      Exposure

10,000      Overhead

 1,000        Miscellaneous and contingency 

 2,520       Local expenses and host committee

90,000     Total    
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