UN Sunday 101 

1 September, 2011, 4:00- 5:00pm Eastern Time 

 (641) 715-3200, then enter code 875-935 

Host: Unitarian Universalist United Nations Office 

Facilitator: Holly Sarkissian, UU-UNO Envoy Outreach Coordinator 

Attendance: 

Jay F. – Stamford, CT

David Leventhal – Portland, OR

Stu – Vermont 

Jerry – Chicago 

Cym – montreal  CANADA

Ahti Tolvanen – helsinky, FINLAND

Ginny Stillman –  Ossining

Tom – Stanford Connecticut 

Caroll Webber, North Carolina

Nancy Novak – Massachusetts 

California & VT

Call Ground Rules:
· Each time you speak, please say your name and where you're from. 

· Please speak one at a time. 

· We will leave time for questions and responding comments. Please wait to speak until directed by the facilitator.

· As always, be kind, courteous and respectful. 

THANK YOU! 

Agenda:
I. Welcome (5 min)

· Introduction

· Review of Ground Rules 

II. Background (5 min) 

· What is UN Sunday?  

· The United Nations was founded on 24 October 1945, United Nations Day. The UU-UNO invites congregations to devote a service in October in celebration of this annual event. 

· http://www.uu-uno.org/getinvolved/un-sunday/
· October 23rd, 2011 

· Why is it important?

· Highlight in Congregations to spear awareness and encourage social action 

· Work on connecting to the rest of the world 

· Preamble on UN website has similar language to UU Principles 

III. Getting Started (10 min) 

· Research the topic 

· Empower Women for a Better World

· Information on empowering women is in the UN Sunday packet 

· Speak with Congregation's Leaders & share with them:

1. The UN Sunday Resource Packet  http://www.uu-uno.org/getinvolved/un-sunday/
2. UN & Me Religious Education  http://www.uu-uno.org/getinvolved/un-religious-education/
· Set the Date 

· We recommend close to National UN Sunday (October 23rd)

· Another possibility: around Human Rights day (December 10th) 

· Divide responsibilities between partner envoys

· See: PREPARE THE SERVICE (IV)

Questions:
Films and visuals? 

· In UN Sunday packet there are suggested readings 

· Film at Spring Seminar : Pray the Devil Back to Hell

· The UU-UNO has a 15min film on Every Child is Our Child program 

· Order the video from the cart at uu-uno.org/cart (or the top bar tab all the way right)

· Half proceeds to program and half to production of the film 

· Film addresses fighting empowering women, girls, and children in general 

· Cart( Materials ( 11th item in the cart so it is on the SECOND PAGE 
IV. Prepare the Service / Event (15 min)

· Develop the program 

· Will you have a speaker? Readings? Youth involvement? 

· Would you like someone from the UU-UNO to attend for Sunday Service? If so…

· Please assist with travel $

· Donate donation plate to the UU-UNO

· Get speaker through UNA USA

· Not all members are UU, but are members of UN Association, many envoys are also part of UNA. 
· Use readings & reflections released on blog and website each week in September

· Readings will be posted on main page of website and International Resources blog of the UUA

· Sample Order of Service in UN Sunday packet (p13)

· We encourage intergenerational service

· To incorporate children you can… 

· Incorporate story

· Have an International procession 

· All age ranges can be represented in readings 

· RE programming (suggestion available in UN Sunday packet, p14)

· Plan for table at Coffee Hour 

· Use UU-UNO Materials!

· Order Materials http://www.uu-uno.org/cart/
· Designate the collection plate for the UU-UNO

· Click on the cart and see materials – buttons, pens, flyers…etc

· We get materials out within the week

· Publicize 

· Ask: How can people get involved and display their talents?

· Ex. Reading declarations of human rights in different languages 

· Finalize the Order of Service 

· Rehearse the Service 

· Review Logistics 

V. UN Sunday Follow Up (5 min)

· Collect donations, sign ups, and enthusiasm

· Laptop during coffee hour so people can sign up directly online 

· Create sign up sheets

· Send photos, feedback, and collection plate results to UU-UNO

· Fill out feedback form at http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/32JFTSF
· After reading the packet or after UN Sunday 

· Send us your feedback form from the UN Sunday packet

· Encourage congregation participants to continue and explore their interests.  

· Advertise for GA and Spring Seminar

· Set the date for next year! 

VI. Opportunities Beyond UN Sunday (10 min) 

· Greeley Award    http://www.uu-uno.org/dana-greeley-address/
· In honor of first UUA President 

· Write a Sermon 

· If you are selected you receive an Honorarium of $1,000

· Criteria 

· UU-UNO envoy + Blue ribbon  requirements 

· Under “Get Involved” section of website

· Blue Ribbon Congregation   http://www.uu-uno.org/getinvolved/blue-ribbon-congregation/
· Criteria: 

1. Have an Envoy, Youth Envoy, or Envoy Team

2. Have a UN Sunday

3. Have 15 members of 5% of congregation be contributing members to the UU-UNO

4. Donate annual event collection plate

· Become an Envoy     http://www.uu-uno.org/getinvolved/envoys/
· For all those super excited members of your congregation 

· CEDAW Advocacy    http://www.uu-uno.org/what-we-do/wisp/
· “Take Action” component section of website 

· Information is also in the UN Sunday packet

· Attend the 2012 Spring Seminar http://www.uu-uno.org/events/spring-seminar/
· Race and immigration 
· Raise funds to travel to NYC!
· During the Seminar, we have sessions at the UN!!
· Youth stay in local congregation  ( 
Questions:

Where is the film? 

· 11th item in the Materials section of Our Cart 

A suggestion of a reading was made and is to be sent to hsarkissian@uua.org 

Suggestion: Justice General Assembly in Phoenix ( Mention to congregation! The theme matches Spring Seminar and UN Sunday 
VII. General Questions (5-10min) 

Can you come to European Conference? November 4-6  http://www.europeanuu.eu/ 

Discuss action alerts from UU-UNO! 

Suggestion 

· Hire Bruce! Hire Holly! Invite speakers!

How are you feeling about having a UN Sunday service? ( <3 UN Sunday Packet 

How do we combat resistance to UN?

· Winston Churchill quote ( “democracy…”

· There’s always corruption, but at least there aren’t dictators 

· UN is looking for ways to become stronger and less corrupt 

· Focus on Positives for Women (as discussed at Spring Seminar)

· In resource packet – millennium development goals, what the UN is doing to empower women.

· Programs ( women’s initiative

The UU-UNO can guide you to some resources

Read “They Called it United Nations Day” by Frank B. Frederick, a Unitarian Lawyer, January 1979.  It is the first link in the UN Sunday section of the website http://www.uu-uno.org/getinvolved/un-sunday/ 

Check out Michelle Bachelet – Head of UN women

Keep us posted on how everything goes!!!
THANK YOU! 
